


FOREWORD

It gives me immense pleasure to introduce this anthology of comics. Compiling different ideas as
a whole not only results in astonishing products but also brings into light the emotions and issues
we have in common. Students of Don Bosco University, Assam and University College Dublin,
Ireland have drawn comics on the issues of their day-to-day life affecting them most. All the
stories are bound by a thread of commonality irrespective of their creators’ geographical and
cultural background.

World Comics India has conducted many Grassroots Comics Workshops and each comic in
every workshop has been unique in its own way. It’s the uniqueness embedded in the facets of
these comics that make their compilation and publication an interesting journey too.

Grassroots Comics is a simple yet powerful medium to spread awareness on various issues, as
well as to let them express their story. These comics can be made on any issue or around any
story. This means that anybody who has something to share and willingness to draw can make
such comics. This publication voices the same.

The uniqueness in these comics come from the different issues pertinent to each participant;
portrayed by them in a simple manner speaking of their own day to day issues which are very
relevant to them but the mainstream media has left it unleashed. The comics have been made on
different issues ranging from environmental degradation to reflecting loopholes in the
government schemes. Many of these comics were also created on women’s issues such as eve-
teasing, early marriage, domestic violence etc. Apart from these social and political issues the
publication comprises of stories on tribal issues, animal rights, child rights, HI\V/AIDS etc.

Apart from the regular efforts of students and the university, this publication has bore fruit also
due to the never ending efforts undertaken by our very talented and enthusiastic comics trainer
Amrith Basumatary. He has conducted various comics workshops spreading the medium
everywhere and with persistent zeal he has continued to do this for the past ten years.

Enjoy the book!

Sharad Sharma
Founder|World Comics Network
www.worldcomicindia.com | mail@worldcomicsindia.com




MESSAGE FROM THE VICE CHANCELLOR

The summer of 2014 will be remembered for a long time here at the University - a sizzling
hot summer, but a campus agog with a plethora of activities and initiatives blurring the
distinction between working days and summer vacation.

A trend had been set two years back to squeeze in a number of summer workshops and
intensive short term courses during the summer break. It peaked this year with back-to-back
programmes the whole summer through.

The pride of place, however, should go to the first involvement of the University in
international volunteerism through a tie-up between Don Bosco University and the University
College Dublin that brought together eleven volunteers each from both the Universities for a
month long experience of living together, working together and trying their hands at
participatory development activity in the villages around the University campus.

Awareness... immersion... activism... three key concepts that describe the progression of
involvement of a typical social worker as he/she tests the waters and their theoretical
knowledge in real life situations were very much in evidence during the last month. It was a
pleasure to see the volunteers deeply committed to their task.

‘Comics for Social Change’ is ‘activism’ at its best — beyond the limitations of language,
race, colour, religion, and all the other barriers we erect between people and people.

Congrats for this pioneering effort, in our part of the world, to all the contributors, and to
Jacob, Caroline and Dupphidalin — the editors.

4 July 2014 Fr. (Dr.) Stephen Mavely, SDB
Vice Chancellor
Assam Don Bosco University



INTRODUCTION

Grassroots Comics use humourous cartoon figures to present important messages on social
justice. They are drawn by individuals and community groups who are experiencing or aware
of certain social injustices, therefore making them different from mainstream comics.
Grassroots Comics are unlike other communication tools, as they present the realities
experienced in daily life events in a way which is creative and engaging.

The comics primarily highlight local issues and are therefore able to attract the attention of
the community members, as they too can relate to the stories from their own experience and
make meaning out of it. The audience frequently engages in debate based on the stories they
see in the comics.

Each comic uses four windows to tell a complete story. The windows may contain either
cartoon images or text. In either case, the cartoons themselves should be able to tell the story
such that even an illiterate person can understand the message and make meaning out of it.
Comics are drawn in black and white making it affordable for photocopying and circulating
to a large audience. Once photocopied, the comics can be displayed in various locations
throughout a community such as bus stops, market places, shops, schools, and notice boards.

Grassroots Comics began as a movement by likeminded cartoonists, development journalists
and activists in an effort to use the art of comics as a communication tool for generating
awareness of social issues in India. However, as other countries have started adopting this as
a campaign tool, it has now become a global movement for social change. Grassroots Comics
IS perhaps most popular among organisations and people working in the development sector.

The Department of Social Work at Assam Don Bosco University (ADBU) has been
organising workshops on Grassroots Comics since 2012 for its students and faculty and has
been using it directly with communities as a tool for opening discussion on various social
issues affecting people in the Northeast region.

This book contains a compilation of the comics drawn during a workshop with students from
University College Dublin Volunteers Overseas (UCDVO) in Ireland and students from the
Masters in Social Work department of ADBU. The students worked together to identify
issues which had significance for them personally and for wider communities. The book
contains fifty comics produced by the students on different themes — child rights, domestic
affairs, education, environment, gender, health, livelihoods, social services, politics, and
society. This book intends to create awareness on various global and local issues which
directly or indirectly affect us all. It is hoped that the topics highlighted in these comics will
engage readers in meaningful discourse and debate for social change.

We would like to thank all those who contributed to the production of this book, including
Amrith Basumatary from World Comics India, management of ADBU, management of
Siloam where the workshop took place and all the students from UCD and ADBU who
actively participated in this project.

Jacob Islary & Caroline O’Connor July 2014
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